Modern trends in surgical treatment of trigeminal neuralgia.
From 1955 to July 1978, 560 patients suffering from trigeminal neuralgia, who had not responded to medical treatment underwent various alternative procedures. Considering some of these to be out of date, some as showing too high a number of relapses and some as having potentially unjustified risks in an affection in itself not fatal, the authors report only the results observed in a series of 175 patients operated on by retrogasserian rhizotomy according to Frazier (1931), and the results of a series of 184 patients treated by controlled thermocoagulation according to Sweet and Wepsic (1974).